LAW UNIT ASSINGNMENT 2 
Opinion Letter To An Elected Government Official Assignment 
It is important that Canadians become involved in influencing the laws by which we live. Our responsibility to participate in the law-making process goes beyond voting in each election. It is important that Canadians not only ensure that they are informed of political issues affecting their local region or the country, but also provide feedback to the politicians who represent your concerns in Parliament, Provincial Legislature, or Municipal Government. One way to accomplish this is by writing a letter stating your position on an issue thereby assisting your elected representatives to determine the best approach to deal with the issue while representing the best interests of their constituents. 
Your Task
Write a letter to an appropriate government official about an issue that you feel needs attention. Consulting the division of powers outline in sections 91 and 92 in the Canadian Constitution, make sure your letter in addressed to the proper representative of the federal, provincial, or municipal government responsible for addressing your concern. It is your responsibility to decide the issue you will be writing about and your position, qualify your opinion with factual information to support your position, and address your letter to the appropriate government official. 
You are free to choose any situation you feel is unfair, poorly managed, a threat to your future, or in need of attention for whatever reason. In your letter, state whether you support or dispute the current position of the government or elected representative. It is important to be knowledgeable on the subject matter, so you will need to do some research to learn the necessary background information. It is very important that you support any statement you make with evidence. 

You could also choose to find a position somewhere in the middle. This means for example, that you would support the government’s position on an issue provided certain changes are made with the legislation. It is important that you express to your audience what you like and dislike about government’s stance. You may also find yourself against components of an issue unless the government shifts its opinion. Detail what you do not like about the solution to the issue that is being proposed but discuss what changes the government would need to make to win your support. 
A letter has three parts: 
1) an introduction that establishes the purpose 

2) a middle that fully develops the message (as appropriate to the purpose) 

3) a courteous, graceful closing that makes clear what you expect to happen 

Plan and outline what you are going to say before you start writing. 

Always be brief, clear, specific and respectful. 

Focus your message so that it achieves your purpose. 

Keep your paragraphs to one idea each. 

Develop your ideas logically and carefully. 

If you wouldn’t say it, don’t write it. 

Be direct. Be definite. 

Grade 12 Law Opinion Letter Rubric
	Categories
	Below Level 1

1
	Level 1

2
	Level 2

3
	Level 3

4
	Level 4

5



	Knowledge/

Understanding


	Demonstrates very limited understanding of the issue.

	Shows limited understanding of the issue.


	Shows some understanding of the issue.


	Shows considerable understanding of the issue.


	Shows thorough understanding of the issue.



	 
	Includes very limited support for main ideas.


	Includes limited support for main ideas.
	Includes some support for main ideas.
	Includes considerable support for main ideas.


	Includes thorough support for main ideas.

	Thinking/

Inquiry


	Uses the writing process with very limited effectiveness.
	Uses the writing process with limited effectiveness.
	Uses the writing process with moderate effectiveness.
	Uses the writing process with considerable effectiveness.

	Uses the writing process with a high degree of effectiveness.

	
	Uses critical thinking skills with very limited effectiveness.
	Uses critical thinking skills with limited effectiveness.
	Uses critical thinking skills with moderate effectiveness.
	Uses critical thinking skills with considerable effectiveness.

	Uses critical thinking skills with a high degree of effectiveness.

	Communication
	Communicates arguments with very limited clarity, accuracy, and organization.

	Communicates arguments with limited effectiveness; confusing for the reader.


	Communicates arguments with some effectiveness; sections unclear to the reader.


	Communicates arguments with considerable effectiveness; clear to the reader.


	Communicates arguments with a high degree of effectiveness; thought-provoking for the reader.


	
	Use of language conventions is very limited (i.e. spelling, punctuation and grammatical errors interfere with the message.)


	Use of language conventions is limited.
	Use of language conventions involves some errors.
	Use of language conventions is correct and effective. 
	Use of language conventions is correct, effective, and sophisticated.
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